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Clty turns over a greener

~ leaf with 37.6L saplings

Kanpur Nagar
Planted Over
40L Saplings

Times News NeETwWoORK

Kanpur: More than 37.63 lakh
saplings were planted across
Kanpur Nagar on Sunday as
the district joined Uttar Pra-
desh's mega plantation campa-
1ign under the ‘Ek Ped Maa Ke
Naam' initiative.

Launching thedistrict-level

drive at the Chandra Shekhar
Azad Universityof Agriculture
and Technology (CSA), cabinet
minister Rakesh Sachan called
upon every family to plant and
nurture a tree in the name of
their mother, saying the suc-
cess of the campaign would de-
pend on the survival of the sap-
lings.

The district-level planta-
tion and public awareness pro-
gramme was organised at the
CSA campus as part of the Ut-
tar Pradesh govt's Vriksharo-
pan Mahayagya-2026, Cabinet
minister Rakesh Sachan, the
chief guest, along with MP Ra-
mesh Awasthi, planted sap-
lingsand conveyed the message
of environmental conserva-
tion and increasing forest cover
in the state. The programme fe-

atured cultural performances

«f3 v wy v 6 : Wiag

Cabinet minister Rakesh Sachan,MP Ramesh Awasthl nodal officer Dr
M Shanmukhnathan taking part in plantation drive at CSA University

and the distribution of certifi-
cates of appreciation to stu-
dents who excelled in competi-
tionsorganised during Van Ma-
hotsav, as well as to youths for
their notable contributions to
festival. A colourful ‘Paudh Ba-
arat’ (Plant Procession), led by
schoolchildren and accompani-
ed by music, was taken out
across the university campus,
Public representatives, offici-
als, teachers, students, youths
and local residents enthusiasti-
cally participated in the proces-
sion to spread awareness about
environmental conservation.

Saplings of various fruit-be-

aring, flowering and shade-gi-
ving species, including peepal,
kadamb, gulmohar, kachnar,
amla, guava, jamun, neem and
mahogany, were planted in the
university’s Yoga Vatika. In ad-
dition, schoolchildren and per-
sonnel of the Ganga Task Force
planted 500 saplings in the open
ground adjacent to the Yoga Va-
tika.

Addressing the gathering,
Rakesh Sachan said Uttar Pra-
desh had set an ambitious tar-
getof planting 35croresaplings
in a single day and that Kan-
pur’s campaign was launched

from the CSA campus. Refer-

ring to Prime Minister Narend-
ra Modi’s ‘Ek Ped Maa Ke Na-
am’' initiative, he appealed to
every family to plant at least
one tree in their mother’s name
and take responsibility for its
care and protection. He added
that the government was provi-
ding saplings free of cost and
making arrangements for their
upkeep.

District Nodal Officer Dr
M.K. Shanmuga Sundaram sa-
id Kanpur Nagar had created a
new record by planting more
than 40 lakh saplings during
the campaign. He emphasised
that the real success of the dri-
ve would depend on the survi-
val and regular maintenance
of . saplings and assured that
special arrangements would be
made for their protection.

District Magistrate Jitend-
ra Pratap Singh described tree
plantation as a commitment to
securing the future of coming
generationsrather than merely
aoneday campaign. Divisional
Forest Officer Akanksha Jain
said the Forest Department
planted 8.90 lakh saplings, whi-
le various other departments
planted 28.73 lakh saplings, ta-
King the district’s total planta-
tion count to 37,63 lakh. She sa-
id the campaign focused not on-

. ly on plantation but also on the

conservation and long-term ca-

re of saplings to strengthen
Kanpur’s green cover,




