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Tributes paid to Sardar Patel

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B KANPUR

aying floral tributes to

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
on his 146 birth anniversary at
the Chandra Shekhar Azad
University of Agriculture and
Technology, Vice Chancellor
Dr DR Singh, on Sunday, rec-
ollected the role of Patel in
nation's unification and
appealed to the youth to emu-
late the great leader.

He administered the oath
to the faculty and the stu-
dents. He said immediately
after Independence the coun:
try was fragmented into king-
doms spread over the country
but it was Patel who unified
and laid the foundation of a
strong and united India. He
said the nation would never
forget Sardar Patel’s contribu-
tion towards strong leadership

and devotion to the nation
He said Sardar Patel pilot-
ed important sections of the
Constitution and introduced
key provisions in it, the most
important being the funda-
mental rights, He said Patel
presented the first draft of the
reasonable restrictions and
among the several amend
ments to the Constitution, one

of them being the inclusion of

protection of minorities, groups
and tribes within the provision,
He said Patel accepted the
amendment partly and sug-

sted that amendment .'-huuﬁ

¢ made to the clause after 10
years, by which time tribals
would have risen to the equal
status of other citizens and once
that was achieved the ward
“tribes” could be eliminated
from the provision.

[ Singh said while draft

ing a law for dual citizenship,
a question arose whether a per-
son born in India, whose par-
ents were foreign nationals,
would receive Indian citizen-
ship.

He said it was on his ini
tiative that a special clause
was  ad n]."llﬂr in  the
Constitution,

He said it was Sardar Patel
who abolished untouchability
(Article 17) and made the
clause well formulated so that
a call for amendment would
not arise. He said Patel opposed
the amendment and said that
the provision dealt with the
removal of the idea of untouch
ability and to make it punish-
able by law. He further said that
the provision dealt with
untouchability in a compre.
hensive manner.

Dr Singh said it was Patel's

efforts that the titles were abol-
ished especially offered by the
British rulers and said the pur-
pose of the provision was to
L&mwm political parties from

aving “authority to give any
inducements or to corrupt
people in order to build up
their party or to obtain or
derive strength by unfair
means’.

He said today there was a
need to reaffirm faith in Sardar
Patel’s principles and asked the
students to remain prepared to
make sacrifices to maintain
unity and integrity of the coun-
try.

Others who spoke on the
occasion were Dr Mahek Singh,
Dean of Students Welfare, Dr
RP Singh, Dr Karam Hussain,
Dr SK Gupta, Dr VK Verma,
Manvendra Singh, Dr Khalil
Khan and Anil Yadav.
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